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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

• If NO period for reply Is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the maQing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, causa the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication{s) filed on 23 May 2005 . 
2a)[3 This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) iiZ is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim{s) is/are allowed. 

6) M Claim(s) iiZ is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 14 March 2005 is/are: a)l3 accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawlng(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction Is required If the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * 0)0 None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the Intemational Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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2) Q Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
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5) D Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 
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Application/Control Number: 10/682,469 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3632 

This is the second office action for application number 10/682,469, 
Lightweight, Portable Holding Device, filed on October 9, 2003. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action 
can be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent number 6,481,680 to Neuman. 




Hook 
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Neuman '680 discloses a device (figures 1,2) for suspending an object from a 
support having an upper surface, a lower surface and an edge, the device 
comprising: a first leg (above) adapted to abut the upper surface, said first leg 
having first and second ends; a second leg (above) having first and second ends, the 
first end of the second leg being connected to the second end of the first leg so 
that the first leg is oriented at an angle with respect to the second leg, the first 
and second legs lying in a plane; and a hook (above) connected to the second end of 
the second leg, the hook being adapted to be releasably attached to the object 
and, when the first leg is disposed on the upper surface, said hook lies beneath the 
lower surface, so that the weight of the object exerts a force dispensing said 
first leg toward the upper surface and dispensing the second leg extends away 
from the lower surface to tend to rotate the object about the first end of the 
first leg so that the second leg and the hook arc free of the lower surface 
(inherently, to some degree); and the hook comprising a third leg (above) and a 
fourth leg (above), said fourth leg extending substantially perpendicular to the 
plane (above as in figure 1, when hook is pivoted to a position perpendicular to the 
plane), whereby the object is releasably attachable to the fourth leg (as in figure 
2) and when the fourth leg is so attached, the object is oriented to lie 
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substantially perpendicular to the edge; wherein there is further included a high 
coefficient material (140) attached to and extending along the length of the first 
leg, to thereby engage a length of the upper surface of the support thereby 
tending to prevent the movement of the first leg and the upper surface with 
respect to each other; wherein the material comprises a sleeve (140) that is 
disposed about the first leg; wherein the hook comprises a third leg having first 
and second ends, the first end of the third leg being connected to the second end 
of the second leg, and a fourth leg having first and second ends, the first end of 
the fourth leg being connected to the second end of the third leg; wherein said 
third leg is disposed at an angle with respect to the fourth leg to permit the 
object to be readily disposed with respect to the hook; wherein the object may 
take the form of a pockctbook, a handbag, a brief, or a shopping bag; wherein the 
device is made of a single, unitary rod, which is appropriately bent to form the 
first and second legs (110, this rod does In fact form the first and second legs). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed May 23, 2005 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 
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On the bottom of page 4 and top of page 5 of the remarks, the applicant 
contends essentially that the weight of an object on the device of Neuman '680 
would not exert a force on the first end of the first leg toward the upper surface. 
The Examiner clearly disagrees. Notwithstanding the member 130 of Neuman '680, 
an object utilizing the device would inherently zxzr-t some force on the first end of 
the first leg toward the upper surface. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL 
See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the 
advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the 
advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
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calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of 
this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Jon A Szumny whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6824. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8-4. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application and 
proceeding are assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-3600. 



Jon Szumny 
Primary Examiner 
Technology Center 3600 
Art Unit 3632 
June 30, 2005 




